Lewy body dysphagia.
The presence of Lewy bodies (LB) in autonomic structures of the central and peripheral nervous system in Parkinson's disease (PD) is well known and could explain clinical signs of pure autonomic failure (PAF) or dysphagia, frequently associated with the disorder. There are many neuropathological reports in the literature with detailed descriptions of PAF, however, LB dysphagia has thus far only been reported once. In the present study, we describe two cases of isolated dysphagia without extrapyramidal syndrome, diagnosed clinically as progressive supranuclear palsy and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, where detailed neuropathological examination identified LBs in the dorsal vagal motor nuclei in the medulla. These findings confirm the existence of isolated LB dysphagia and emphasize the importance of detailed neuropathological and immunohistochemical examination in cases of dysphagia.